Sober "Clin: ; 


From * by exts of Scripture, both 
the true Subjects of Water- Baptiſm ; 
and the fight Mode of Adminiſtrati- 
on, according to primitive Inſtitution, | 
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And in Conſequence thereof, 


| The Reaſonable eſs of ſeparating in 
Matters of Religion, from all thoſe 
Societies, that have no other Water: 1 
* tiſm than what they had in their 
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ro all that truly fear the Lord, and ſincerely. de 

gte (like Zacharias and Ekzabeth of old) to wal 
"+ in all che Ways and Ordinances of the Lor, 
&# blamelels. +2 | 
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Dearly Beloved, 3 


UST OM hath ſo wonderfully prevailed with the 
moſt of \Chriftians, for ſome Ages paſt, even it the 
Matters of Religion; that they take 'the proſent 
Pratlice of Lnfant-ſprinkling to be a Goſp#-Qrdi 

| nance. Whereas if wwe throughly conſult the Script 
ture, (which ought to be our only Rule atth and Prattlc 
aue ſball find it hath no manner of Foundation hein. * 

Therefore as you regard the Honour and Glory of God, eg 
own Peace and Comfort, examine whether theſe Things are . 
or no: Take nothing upon Truſt, or the Credit of the 9 44 : 
Men on Earth: For conſider, God is wiſer than Men; and 
what he bath recealed, muſt be ſubmitted to, rather than an 
buman Tradition. Lay aſide all Prejudice and pre-peſſeſſed 
Thoughts, and calmly conſider what is here preſented to you 
View, if it be found agreeable to the Mord of God, embrace and 
prattiſe it; if not, reject it. . 

Grandeur and worldly Pomp is indeed very ready to intrude Tt 
Self upon ws, and force its May into the Worſhip of God, tban 
which nothing has a greater Tendency to deſtroy the Simplicity 
of the Goſpel, which teacheth Men to deny themſelves, before they 
begin to follow Chriſt, Would Perſons more carefully ſtudy this 
excellent Leſſon, and be prevail'd upon to lay aſide this AﬀeFation 
of worldly Grandeur, and a Shew of Greatneſs in the Things 
of the Goſpel ; ave doubt not but the Conſiderations here offered, 
would have the deſired Weight. with them : Then they would be 
willing to bring their preſent Practice to the Teſt of God's Word, 
and ſee whether the Scripture ſpeaks in the leaſt for ſuch Things, 
as too too many are now in the Practice of. 

How this Error of Infant-ſprinkling (for I can call it no 
better) was at firſt introduced, and after that continued, bas 
been fully and learnedly ſhewn in many excellent Trafts, This 
d Az 2 {mall 
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4 dice therefore takes no Notice of Hiſtory, or the Authorities 
the Fathers, but proceeds on the Evidence of Scripture alone, 
bs it is now tranſmitted to us, for which it is hoped you have no 
all Value. This will furniſh us with the fulleſt and moſt cer- 
in Proofs, without any [trained Interpretations, or cunningly * 
| Ae viſad Criticiſms. And as for thoſe that are reſolved to conti- 
nus In the general Error; if they will bave Scripture- Authority * 
| as plead for their Practice, there is but one Way for it, and that 
| # to find out another Bible. 1 
Les them further conſider : If Feſus Chriſt bath inſtituted tevo 
{ Goſpel Ordinances to be obſerved by Lis People to the End of the 
World; To wit, Baptiſm and the Supper; Then theſe ought to be 
Lenaintained in their primitive Purity, And if the Abuſe of the 
| Ordinance, or Sacramgnt, of the Supper, was ſo offenſive to the 
| Lord, that be ſorely chaſtiſed thoſe cho chere guilty of it, as in 
j4 I Gor. xi. 30. i int mated to us: Then how much more offen- 
ee muſt it be to bim for any wholly to alter and change the Or- 
Ainance of Baptiſm, both in Subje# and Mode? 
Again; If God was ſo exact about the Building an earthly 
abernacle, that a Pin muſt not be made, but according to the 
| Faber given in the Mount ; then how much more <vith reſpect to 
She ſpiritual Tabernacle? 1 2 
Therefore, Chriſtian Readers, the ſollocving Lines are recom- 
ended to your Peruſal ; calmly read them over, conſi der the hh 
Fee aud Drift of the Scriptures referred to; ſee if what iz ſug - 
geſted to you, is not the plain and literal Meaning of em. 
{© That the Eye: of your Underſtanding may be enlightned, to ſes 
ent of Obſcurity into the glorious Truths of the Goſpel, and may 
ors bled to diſtinguiſh 2 Truth and Error; between be 
Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and the Traditions of Men, is the bearty gp, 
Defrof b 
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Your Soul's Well-Wiſber, 


TO. ALL 
Sober Chriſtians, 


E firſt Argument or Reaſon, I take 
8 from the Example of our great High 
prieſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 3055. 
iii. Ver. 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17, (13. 
Ten cometh je ſus from Galilee to Jot- 
es — dan wnto John to be baptized: of bim. 
& 4.) But John forbad bim, ſaying, I have need to be baptixed of 
bee, and comeſt thou to me. (15.) And Jelus anſwering, ' ſab 
ro bim, Suffer it to be ſo now, for thus it becometh us to fußt 
a! Riphteouſneſs ; then he ſuffered lim. (16.) And Je ſus when' 
was baptized, went up ſtraitzyay out of the Mater; an e 
Heavens were opened unto him, and be ſaw the Spirit of God" 
ending like a Dove, and lighting upon Im. (17.) Aud Io 4 
Nice from Heaven, ſaying, this is my Beloved Son, in whom | am 
Hell pleaſed. 7 +3412 BY 
Now the Example of our dear Lord is donbtleſs the fa- 
ſt to follow, according to 1 Pet. ii. 21. Leaving us an Ex- 
mple that e ſhould follow his Steps. Therefqre l would defire 
ou to conſider the Apoſtle and High Priett of out Profeſſion 
hriſt Jeſus, who is the great Law-Giver and Leader of hig 
eeople, as you may ſee Heb. iii. 1. and e iv. 12, 
hree Things I would conſider from the Example of 
hriſt: /f. That when he was baptized, (or dipped) he 
vent up ſtraightway out of the Water, plainly 1mplying” 
hat he had been down in the Water before. 
The ſecond Thing I would note, is this, That Feſus came 
0 Fobn to be baptized of him, (at about Thirty Years of 


A3 Age) 
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[ Age) intimating, it muſt be at Years of Diſcretion, whe 

[Berfors-may be capable to have an Undeiſtanding in-what 
[they undertake. 7 
The third Thing is the ſolemn owning of this Ordinance 
. in the 16th and 17th Verſes. 5 


01 


Chuftian Reader fee how this Way of Baptizing is ho- 
noured by the glorious Three : The Father w appears |. tio 
an audible Voice: The Frernal Son, he ſub mite to be bap - 
rized, becauſe he would fal%1] all Righteouſneſs, and leave 
us his own Example: The Holy Spirit, he appears in the 
Liki aels of a Dove: All, as ir wete, attend at the Ipſtitu MF" 
tion and folemn Performance of this holy Ordinance ; ſure- 
lj ly no Ordinance hath a Stamp of greater Authority. | 
i Now how abhorrent the confrary Pradice is trom thisf© 


If Example of our dear Lord, I Teave you to judge ; for the 
Subjects you pretend to baptize, are ſo far from being ca- 
11} pable of comingy that they are brought; and inſtead of go 
| down into the Water, you bring the Water up to them 3 
i and inftead of dipping, you ſprinkle ; ſo that you are loſt 
Toth in the Subject and Manner of Adminiftration : Which 
1 78 earneſtly intreat you would ſeriouſly and calmly 
1 EOnNNICET, | . - 
Secondly. The ſecond Argument, or Reaſon, I take from 
= the Words of our Lord #e/»s. Chrift, in Matth. xxviti. 19, 20. 
2 (19.) Go MOEN and teach all Nations, . | 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Sor, and of the 
| Holy Ghoſt, (20.) Teaching them to * all Things what- 
feever 1 have commanded you; and lo I am with you alway, 
even unto the End of the World. In this Place, out 
bleſſed Lord commiſſions his Diſciples, (and in them all} 
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baprized Goſpel-Mirifters) to go and teach all Nations, Bap- 
ing them: But ſome Men ſay, No; baptize the m fiſt, and 
teach them afterwards, quite inverting the Order; contta- 
dicting and oppoſing the infin ite ly wiſe God, who would have 
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them taught to believe in him firſt, and baptized in his 
Name afterwards. But ſome object, and would endeavour 
to prove the Baptizing of Infants from this Commiſſion, by 
faying, Chriſt ſent his Diſciples to baptize Nations; and! 
| Infants are Part of the Nations; therefore they may be 
| baptized. For Anſwer; I muſt confeſs that ſuits beſt with 
the Practice of ſome, to make all the World Church- * 
Members; Baptizing all, becauſe they are Part of the Na- 
one, whether they are Believers or not: So this Includes | 
7 a 


: FROM 


etweea Truth and Error. A 4 Thirdly, - 


darts of the Nations, contrary to the Mind of Chrift; whe! 
b, John xv. 19. [have choſen you out of the World, theres 
the World bateth you : Whereas the Practice of Baptizing 
ant, or pretending ſo to do, makes all Church, and no 
bild: But to explain the Mind of our great Lord in this” 


U 


nmiſſion, conſider the Words a little; Go teach all Na- 
- ion 6 baptizing them . Note, Baptizing them, can be applied 


o other than thoſe they were {ent to teach. Take it in 
[ largeſt Senſe ; for I believe no rational Man will ſay 


tiſt ſent his Diſciples to teach Infants, ſeeing they are 


Wt capable of being taught; therefore they are not inclu - 
d (as ſuch) in the Coinmiſſion. But to come a little near- 


you may ſee that the Apoſtles did not baptize all they 


- Weached the Goſpel unto; altho' they were Parts of the 


ations, and capable of Hearing and Believing what was” 


"Weached unto them: But ſome were obſtinate and put the 
Nord of God from them; and in ſo doing, judged thems 


ves anworthy. of everlaſting Life, as you may ſec, 472 
ii. 46. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and ſaid it was 


ceſſary that the Mord of God ſbould have been firf# [token to 


u ; but ſeeing you put it from you, and judge your ſelves un- 
orthy of everlaſting Life, Io cue turn io the Gentiles > So con- 
ary-wife you may ſee who were to be baptized, AN, it, 


r, 42. Then they that gladly received bis Word, were baptized ;- 


d the ſame Day there was added unto them about three thous 


Son: And they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine 


d Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayers : (Acts 
Worſhip [zfants are utterly uncapable of.) Theſe are 


Ich as were to be ſeparated from the other Fes that did 
t gladly receive the Word, and yield Obedience thereto, 


the Apoſtle had commanded them in the 38th Verſe of 
is Chapter: And fo the Commiſſion of Chriſt runs thus“ 
Go teach all Nations, baptizing them; that ſeeing them 
ſelves to be poor, loſt, undone Sinners, (in therafelves)" 
and a Suitableneſs and Excellency in the bleſſed % for 
them, they might fly to him by Faith, as their alone Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, being willing to follow and obey 
him in whatſoever he had commanded them: Tha; 


Sught, they are to be baptized; and whether or no this is 
Pot the very Mind and Meaning of Chriſt in his Commiſſion 


which-is alſo confirmed by his own PraQtice in Febn iv. 1.) 
leave the ſober and unbyaſs d Chriſtian to judge, whoſe 
yes are opened to ſee out of Obſcurity, and diſtinguiſh 
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I "Goſpel to every Creature: He that believeth, and is baptized 1 


dent, if you mind the Text, which ſaith, Go preach the Go. 


”- Thirdly, The third Argument, or Reaſon, I take fro 
me Example of bn the Baptift, in Mark i. 5. And thi 
went ont unto him all the Land of Jadea, and they of Jerul 
lem, and were all baptized of him in the River of Jordan, coi 
feſſing their Sins, | 1 
- Two Things I would briefly note from hence: ff. 10 
Sabjefts, 2aly, The Manner of Adminiftration. As to th 
Swbjei: They were ſuch as went out unto John to be bap 
tized of him, confe ſſing their Sins: To all thoſe whom h 
adminiſtr-d that holy Ordinance unto, he firſt preach'd Re 1 
pentance, as is at large fer forth in Matth. iii. 2, 8, 11% 
S0. alſo Peter calls for Repentance before Baptiſm, as i 
Ae 11, 38. Repent and be baptized, The ſecond Thing 
note, 1s the Manner of Adminiſtration : It is faid they wert 
baptized, (or dipped, which is all one) in the River, ( Note,] 
not at the River, but in the River: The Reaſon is, becauſeſ 
much Water is required, as in John iii. 23. Now how con 
trary the other Practice is to this Example, both in Sub! 
ject and Manner, or Mode of Adminiſtration, I leave all 
ſober Chriſtians to judge, 
Fourtbly. The fourth Argument, or Reaſon, I take from 
the Words of our Crucified and Riſen Feſus in Mark) 
Chap. 16. Ver. 15, 16. which Words are very plain 
And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the World, and preach thi 


fall be ſaved: But be that believeth not, ſhall be damn d. 
Note, *Tis he that believeth firſt, and then makes Profeſſi 
on of that Faith, that is to be baptized: And this is ei- 


el; which is good News, or Glad-tidings; That Chri 
died for the vileſt of Sinners: This was the firſt Doctrine 
the Apoſtle Paul preached and declared to the Gentiles, a 
the moving Cauſe to beget Men and Women to the Faith 
as is evident from 1 Cor. xv. 3. Fer I delivered unto you fir 
of all that which I alſo received, how that Chrift died for ou 
Sins according to the Scriptures, For before they wer 
brought to believe that Chriſt had died for their Sins, the) 
were not fit for Baptiſm; nor indeed any other ſpiritua 
Worſhip belonging to ſpiritual Worſhippers. For Faith 
muſt be the firlt Step, according to Heb. xi. 16. For without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him ; for be that cometh to God 
| muſt believe. hatſoe ver is done or obſerved in the Wor , 
1 Mip of Cod, that is not of Faith, is Sin: For they ye 2M 
| 23 Worin!p 
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WS:ſhip the Father, muſt pang tremolo only in Spirit 
Sr alſo in Truth, John iv. 23. becauſe ſuch the Fathes 
Weketh (or requireth) to worſhip him, as in the 24thy 
erſe. Now by this you may fee how contrary the Pra- 
T1 Wice of Infart Srinkling is to the Mind of Chriſt ; for our 

Mord ſaith, Teach them firſt: But they ſay,. by their Pra- 
Mice, No, Baptize them firſt: In doing of . which, they 


bag ange the Laws of Chriſt, in enn that firſt which is 
"Rd d onght to be laſt. And how unreaſonable it is fur Pro- 


Y ſors to act thus; I leave every thinking, ſober Chriſtians 
4 judge. |; | 
Fifthly. The fifth Argument, or Reaſon, I take or 
uke vii. 29, 30. which faith, And all the People that beard 
im, and the Publicans juſtified God, being baptized cuitb the 
Wpti/m of John: But the Phariſees and Lawyers rejected the 
 {Wornſel of God againſt themſelves, being not baptized of him. 
Mind the Argument why they rejected the Couniel and 
Wildom of God, in eſtabliſhing ſuch an Ordinance as this 
Is; ſo mean in the Eye of carnal Perſons, how great and 
earned foever ; being not baptized of him, not receiving his 
Poctrine; not taught or diſcipled by him, They are not 
WF -ptized by him; and for their Unbelief and Impenitencyy 
9 9» upbraids them, Matib. iii. 7, 8. Who hath warned you 
b flee from the Wrath to come. And becauſe they did not 


7 ring torth Fruit meet for, or demonſtrative of Repentance, 
ef, e would not baptize them. But the common People, yeay 
evi de very Publicans, they juſtify God; believe in the Meſſi- 


ah, and ſubmit to Golpel Inſtitutions; when the Great, the 


5 earned, reject and contemn them; which much verifes:; 
rinclbat Text of Scripture, Matth. xi. 25. where it is ſaid, Thoſe ' 
„ ang, are bid from the Wiſe and Prudent, and revealed unte 
th aber, It is to be feared many gracious Souls rej?& the” 


ounſel of God againſt themſelves, in the Neglect of this holy 
Jrdinance, tho' they are really dee. of it in their 
Pon Conlciences, both as to Subject and Mode. But this they 
re ready to ſay to excuſe themſelves, The contrary Way is 
hat in which we were educated, and we are unwilling to- 
Wepart from it; we are aſham'd to ſubmit, fer fear of the 

Keproach of Men, it being ſo mean in the Eye of many« 


_ Let ſuch confider that awful Text, Mark viii. 38. , ojo=- | 
Goleer therefore ſpall be aſpamed of ms. ond of my Hans in g 
th dulterous and ſinful Generation; of him alſo ſball the Sou of 


ig Man be aſhamed; when he _— W the Glory of his Favh27 ac | 


be Angels, Therefore, Chriſtian, don't rejeR the Cout 
ei and Wiſdom of God, as the Lawyers and Phariſees on 
Aid, and many now do; but with the Pwblicans ſabmit th 
ſelf to the Lord in Obedience to his Will, knowing him 1 
be infinite in Wiſdom to direct his People in what he woul( 
Have them to do and obſerve, | 
 Sixthly, The ſixth Argument, or Reaſon, I take from thi 
Words of Chriſt in Fobs iii. 3. Verily, verily, I ſay unto then 
| Hil! "except 4 Man be born again, he cannot ſee the Rim dom of God 
Theſe are the right Swhjects of Baptiſm ; thoſe that ate bon 
again, converted, brought to the Obedience of Faith, Child 
Len of the ſecond Birth, gathered out of the World, and dis 
Wl Tcipled to the Lord Jeſus. Now what are the Subjects you} 
_ rantize, or ſprinkls, but Children of the frft Birth ; ſuch 
ia the Judgment of Charity, you cannot conclude are rege- 
Hy -neratred and born again, but are Children of Wrath, Eph. ii. 3 
1 and Children of the Fleſpb, Rom. ix. 8. Theſe you would bring 
and lay into God's ſpiritual Building ; dead Stones inſtead 
Jof living Stones Children of the Frſt Birth, inſtead of 
| thoſe we have ſome Reaſon to believe are the Children of 
mal God by the Spirit of Adoption, and can render to God ſpiti, 
| tual Worſhip ; beholding the Lord Jeſus as the Object off 
their Faith; being ſuch as have view'd him as crucified and 
Aain for them, and have been melted down into godly Grief andy 
wh Sorrow, according to Zech. xii. 19. ſuch who have made 
WE Profefſion of Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and upon that 
WH been admitted to the holy Ordinance of Baptiſm, 1 
| Seventhly, The ſeventh Argument, or Reaſon, I take from i 
Jobn iii. 23. which ſaith ; 4nd John was Baptizing in Enon 
ear to Salim, becauſe there was much Mater; and they canu i 
and were baptized, Now ferioufly conſider the Text, in Enon, 
ot a? Enon, but in Enon ; a River where was much Water; 
WW not a little, but 9wcb, But Men have another Way of Bap-WF 
eig, (as they call it) of human Invention, which you ne- 
Ver read of in holy Scripture, viz. To make a linle Water in 
the Palm of the Hand /prinkled on the Face, ſerve inſtead of 
being baptized in a River where is much Water: The Fort 
| which derives its Name from a Fountain, was originally“ ; 
g prepared as a fit Place to dh in: But leaving the proper 
ict, they have alſo, by degrees, now degenerated fiom F 
he Mede toe. — Another Thing I would obſerve from the 
l Words; and that is the Subjects, ohn dipped, or baptized 
| which is all one) thoſe that came to him: And they came, 
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t were baptized: But the Subje#s that are rant ⁊ed or ſhink 

as was obſerved before, are uncapable of coming, 

at you may ſee how contrary this Practice is to the Mind 

the Spirit of God, I mean the ſprinkling Infants of: the 
and fleſbly Birth, inſtead of dippizg proteiiing Believers 

ſons of the ſecond and ſpiritual Birth. 1264 


WE:iobthly. The eighth. Argument, or Reaſon, I rake from 


ny > Advice the holy Apoſtle gave ro thoſe Fexys that were 
Go cked in their Hearts, A; il. 37, 38. being pricked (oe 
 bonW@ovinced) in their Hearts (or Conſciences) they cried out; 
hilt ſpa we do? The Apoſtle being ſatistied of the Truth 
4 di their Converſion to God, dire &s them to what was their 
volſiuty; and that was to be baptized, and to ſhew they were' 
ch et Subjects for that holy Ordinance, they were to give 
ege. eſtimony by Repentance : And Peter [aid unto them, Res 
il. 3 t, and be baptized ; a real godly Sorrow for their great Sin 
rin Crucifying the Lord of Life and Glory. And this ſeems 
dead be the Reaſon why Repentance is mentioned, rather 
d fan Faith; becauſe it was needful that ſhould be abun- 
n offſantly manifeſt, conſidering the aggravated Circumſtances 
pin. f their late Crimes: Therefore Peter ſaid unto them, Ke- 
N ol and be baptized every one of You, in the Nome of Jeſus 
and brit. This the Apoftle, as a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt 


" and® 
ade, 
that 


. Te know that by this Craft, wwe have our Wealth, 


eſus, adviſeth them to: Ard oh! that all thoſe Minifters 
at have Light in this holy Ordinance, would follow this 


Example: But it is to befear'd, that there are many who 


e convinced of it themlelves, yet have not Courage pub- 


ekly to own it ; will not preach it up to the People; nor 


e willing it ſhould be by others; for fear that Anti- 


yriſtian Prop, Infant-ſprinkling, ſhouid be removed ; when 


may be truly ſaid (as the Craftſmen once did in Act xix, 
In the 
iſt Verſe, Well, we have the Effect of the Apoſties Preach+ 


Ig; the Peoples Conviction ; and the Apoſtles Ditedion; 


Ley that gladly received the Word, <vere baptized, and added ta 
be Church. It was thoſe that gladly recg ived the Word, that 
vere admitted to Baptiſm: And the Words imply, that, 

me did not gladly receive the Word, and ſo were not ad- 


Pitted to this Ordinance of Baptiſm, nor to Church- 
gcilowſhip. Now if they were ont of the Church before this, 
and were not to be reccived, till baptized ; and if not to 
be baprized, till they gladly received the Word; then hove 


ontrary to this Gulpcl-Order, is the Practice of Infant; 
prinkling | | Ninthly, 


— 
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Nah. The ninth Argument, or Reaſon, I take fri- 
WAGs viii. 12. which faith, But when they believed Philip 
= Preaching the Things concerning the Kingdom of God, and th 
Name of Jeſus Chrift, they were baptized both Men and Wo 
en. Note, When they believed they were baptized, and 
not till then; for had they ſubmitted to it before Faith wa 
W wrought in their Souls, it had been their Sin, according ti 
Rom. xiv. 23. For whatſofter is not of Faith, is Sin: So ther 
when theſe Samaritans had believed, and embraced tht 
Wt DoCrine of the Goſpel by Philip's Preaching, they werd 
WW baptized; for Faith comes by Hearing, and Hearing by the 
Word of God preached, Rom. x. 17. But Infants are no 
nt capable of Hearing nor Believing, ſo not meet Subjects for 
We . for if there be no Mention made in Scriptute, o 
nn infants being baptized; nor any Command in Scripture for 
Wt: And if that which is required of Perſons that are ad- 
me mitted ro Baptiſm, # wit, Faith and Repentance, at leaſt a 
I Profeſſion of it, is not to be found in Infants; then they 
Wl are not to be baptized, let Men make what ſpecious Preten- 
wy ces for it they pleaſe. 
ö Tenthly. The tenth Argument, or Reaſon, I take from 
i As viii. 37,38. where Philip ſaith, (when the Eunuch told 
him in the foregoing Verſe, Here is Water, what doth hinder 
| we to be baptized) if thou believeft with all thine Heart, thou 
ay. On the contrary plainly implying, if he did not be- 
| lieve, he might not be baptized. So that it ſeems that 
= Baptiſm is founded in Faith; and Faith receives a Kind of 
Wy PerfeCtion by Baptiſm, at leaſt is much ſtrengthned by it: 
| Faith and Baptiſm ſhould be Companions ; the one not ad- 
| mitted without the other: For as we believe in the Holy 
Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; ſo we are bap- 
Wl tized into the Name of the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. And he ſaid, I believe that Feſus Chriſt is 
e Son of Ged. And upon this Profeſſion of his Faith, they 
vent down both into the Water, both Philip and the Eunuch, 
and he dipped, or baptized him. Chriftian Reader, conſi- 
der this Place well, (read this over again:) Can Words ex- 
preſs any Thing more plain and full than theſe do 3 how 
careful 1s the Holy Ghoſt to have this Matter ſer in a clear 
Light, fo that he that runs, may read? Both he that was 
Wro baptiz-, and he that was to be baptized, muſt go down 
io the Water, (not unto only, but into alſo) becanſe he 
vas not to ſprinkle him with Water, but to dip him _ 
| 4 ; | the 
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Water, as Chriſt had commanded, Matth. xxviii. 19 
ach all Nations, Dipping, or Baptizing them, which isa 
„ Now how contrary the Practice of Sprinkling is to 
s and all other Goſpel Examples of this Kind, I leave to 
> Conſideration of thoſe who defire to be led by the Di- 


——— —— 


ion and Advice of Chriſt, and the Example of his 
1 zoſtles. 


Eleventbly. The eleventh Argument, or Reaſon, I take 
dm A x. 47. which plainly faith, Can any Man forbid 
ater,. that theſe ſhould not be baptized which have received the 
implying, that a Man 
ight and ought to have forbidden Water, had not the 
en Partakers of the holy Spirit, or at leaſt made a Profeſ- 
dn of Faith in the Redeemer, becauſe without Faith ir is 
poſſible to-pleaſe God. But ſome might have ſaid to Pe- 
as many in this Nation do, Theſe are baptized with the Spi- 
„ and what need have they now to be baptized with Wa- 
r : But Peter makes this his Ground and Argument by way 
Enquiry, Can any Man forbid Water ? Plainly ſhewing, 
at none lawfully could ; becauſe when any are converted, 
d brought by Grace to believe the Remiſſion of their Sins 
y Chriſt alone, it is the firſt Ordinance they ſhould ſub- 
it unto in order to Church-Fellowſhip ; without which, 
ey cannot orderſy be admitted into the viſible Body or 
hurch of Chriſt; for I can own none, neither know ! 
y, that are according to Goſpel-Order in the viſible 
hurch of Chriſt, bur thoſe that are dipped or baptized up- 
Profeſſion of a Goſpel-Faith. As fo thoſe People that 
e gathered and congregated contrary to, this Rule, it is of 
zeit own Inventing, and not by the Rule of Chrift. | 
Tevelſtkly. The twelfth Argument, or Reaſon, I take from 
7s xvi. 32, 33. from the Example of the Jaylor and his Fa- 
ily, which faith, They ſpake unto him the Word of God, and 
all that awere in his Houſe ; and be took them the ſame Hour 
the Night, and waſhed their Stripes, and was baptized, be and 
| bis, ſtraitway. But if any ſhould ſay, probably there 
igbt be Children among them; I anſwer, If there were, 
ey were ſuch as the Apoſtle taught, and ſuch as were ca- 
ble of learning the Word of the Lord, and believing of 
allo, which is very plain: For they were ſuch of his Do- 
eſticks who went with him, (i. e. the Jaylor) from his 
dulſe to the Priſon, to fee if the Priſoners had not made 
ir Eſcape, the Prifon Doors being broke open by the 
Earth- 
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| CF Sacthquake.; for. it was in the Priſon they were taught hy the 
WW Apoſtle's Preaching, and not inthe Jaylor's Dwelling-houſe 
WW as is unwarily aſſerted by ſome; for if you mind the Hiſtory, 
on will find, that the Jaylor took them not into his H6uſe 
W xill after he had waſhed their Stripes, and he and his Fami 
ly had been baptized, Now conſidering this Circumſtance, 
it cannot fairly be concluded there were Infants among! 
them; for to what End ſhould they be there? It was at 
W Midnight, it. was diſtant or ſeparate from their Dwelling: 
ur houſe: And what Uſe could young Children be of at thi 
W extraordinary Junftare? It is more rational to conclade, i 
chere were any Children, that they were kept in the Houſe, 
s che Place of the greateſt Safety, conſidering the late Earth 
W quake, which, doubtleſs, was terrible enough to their Pa 
rents: Beſides, they muſt believe that ſome Force would be 
W neceſſary to detain the Priſoners when the Priſon- Door 
WW were open. Therefore it is againſt common Senſe to think 
= they would encumber themſelves with Children, who were 
fo 2. from being able to aſſiſt them, that they muſt unavoid- 
fl ably have obſtructed and hinder'd them; and that there 
W were any there not capable of believing, is againſt the Tex. 
W ir ſelf, which is beyond all Contradittion Fl and clear, e 
WW Verle 34. And te r:joyced, believing in God with all bis Houſe Ma 
Theſe were the Subjects the Apoſtle baptized, ſuch as ha 
Faith, they believed in God: Such as from their beheving ha 
| their Souls filled with Joy; they rejuyced in the Lord 
gave him Thanks for this great Grace that had fo eminent] 
and une xpededly appeared ro them: Like the Eanuch 
| who when he was baptized, went on his Way rejoycing 
As viii. 39. Sure then here is Evidence enough to ſatisf 
all that will believe the Word of God, ; 
| Thirteenthly, The thirteenth Reaſon, I take from As xvii 
W 14, 15. from Lydia and her Houſhold, whoſe Heart the Lor 
opened; whether ſhe was Maid, Widow, or Wife: 1 pal 
that, it being a Queſtion which of them ſhe was; But he 
| Family were ſuch as were capable of receiving and bein 
comforted, as appears by the goth Verſe; forafter P ar 
| Silas were intreated by the Magiſtrates, or the City Judges 
to depart their City that is, of Philippi) the Text tells us 
Inſtantly they entered into rhe Houle of Lydia, whoſe Hea: 
the Lord before had opened, and ſhe and her Houſhold, off ,, 
Domeflicks, were brought to the Obedience of Faith, a: 
were thereupon baptized: And when they had ſcen ce; 
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all ; = 
»thren, they comforted them, (or exhorted them, not tt 
diſcouraged at what they themſelves had met with) ay | 

ted. - Now from this Hiſtory, as you may ſee at large, 

> don't read of any being converted but Lydia and her | 
zuſhold, and the Jaylor and his Houſhold 3 and yet it is 
d, when Paul and Silas entered into the Houſe of Lydia, 
zxe they ſaw the Brethren. Now who were theſe Bre- 
ren, if not Lydia's Domeſtick Servants, capable of recei- 
g Comfort, or being gene againſt the A 2 | 
dns they might be under of meeting with the like evil | 
eatment as Paul and Silas had done, it could not be the 
ylorand his Domeſticks, for theſe two Reaſons ; 1ft, They 


hd Acceſs to them before, and converſed with them; and 
"2 abtleſs the Apoftle had encouraged them to ſtand faith- 
bell to the Truths of the Goſpel they had profeſſed, and 
ore cefore needed not ſo much to be fortified againſt Fear 


ne thoſe who only had heard of the barbarous Treatment 
1 y had met with. 2dly. If we conſider the Place the 
107 


ylor was in; for he had 8 (not knowing what the 
agiſtrates would further do) put them in Priſon again to- 
ard the Morning Light, that ſo the Magiſtrates might 


ar, ke no Cognizance of what was done, and the Kindneſs he 
ſe Id ſhewed them: For it's ſaid, Verſe 40. they went out of 
ache Prifon, (not out of the Jaylor's Houſe, which the Jaylor 
nadiftinguiſheth as two diſtinct Places) juſt before they en- 


rd the Houſe of Lydia. Now it is very improbable that 
e Jaylor, or any that belonged to him, would go fo pub- 
kly with, or follow after, the Diſciples ro the Houle of 
ing ; for doubtleſs they. might expect no leſs than being 
15t\Wrn'd out of their Office or Place, if not puniſhed, they be- 
the Government's immediate Servants. So that upon 
XxVie whole, it may be fairly concluded, that theſe Brethren 
orte Lydia's Houſhold, that were converted before with. 
Pair; and that they were adult Perſons, not Infants: And I 
t hefWok this is enough to ſatisfy any rational, ſober Chiiſtian, 
o deſires to be adviſed by the Lord, rather than to be 
aſſed by Mens Inventions. 
burteenthly, The fourteenth Reon, or Argument, Itake 
m As xviii. 8. from theſe Words: And Criſpus, the chief 
Ver of the Synagogue, believed on the Lord with all bis Houſe ; 
| many of the Corinthians bearing, believed, and were bapti- 
|. Note, The Ruler and his Houſe believed; which ought 
atisfy any, when the Text ſaith fo, And again, many, 
0 


_ 


1 
. 
ff 
if 


. 
4 


4 
1 


hy 
4 
Wl 
'" | 
! 


N 


they do by Faith behold the bleſſed Lamb of God, the Lo 


their Souls; and with this agreeth the Word of the Ap 


1 160 | , 
of the Corinthians hearing, believed; having heard tf 
Word preached by Pau; by which, Faith is wrought 


| 
0 


ftle, Rom. x. 17. Faith comes by Hearing, and Hearing 7 1 
Word preached. Whereas thoſe of the contrary Practic 
to prevent this, will not tay until they are capable of heat 
Ing and believing ; and thoſe that are capable, and oug 
to be taught to ſubmit to that holy Ordinance after the 
Converſion, they will not inſtruct, but endeavour to ke: 
in Ignorance as long as they can; not teaching them the 
Duty, becauſe they would then preach them away. For 
Cannot conclude, that there are ſo many Preachers ignorat 
of this gteat Truth as pretend to be; but are indifferet 
about it, leſt ſome of their worldly Gain fhould be lol 
Therefore I defire all in the Fear of the Lord, and as the 
love the Welfare of their own Souls, that they would b 
Iike the noble Bereans, ſearching the Scriptures, and ſeeir 
for themſelves, whether thefe Things be ſo or no. 
Fifteentbly. The fifteenth Reafon, I rake from Rom. vi. : 
where the Apoſtle, by way of Enquiry, asks, Whether the 
were acquainted, or did not know that ſo many of us alff 
were baptized into Jeſus Chrift, were baptized into h 
Death; that is, into the Faith of his Death, or the Simi! 
tade of his Death; for there is a certain Similitude oft 
Death, Burial, and ReſurreQion of Chriſt in Baptiſm ; by 
ried with him by RN as the next Words expreſs: Fc 
indeed this, being done rightly, it repreſents to the tr 
Believer's Faith, the Death, Burial, and ReſurreQion « 
Chrift : For the Body being under Water, reſembles Dea 
for a Time; and alſo our dying to Sin, it reſembles lik. 
wiſe a Burial ; and the Riſing out of the Water, holds fort 
a Riſing up to Newneſs cf Life. And all theſe, true Beli 
yers, the Eyes of whofe Fe- RR are opened, reap ii 
Benefit of, for they look by Faith: That fo as their Bodit 
were under the Water, and, as it were, dead for the Tim 


Jeſus Chriſt, crucified and lain for their Sins: And that 
their Bodies were buried in the Water, by Faith they (t 


their Sins buried with Chriſt in the Grave: And as the in 
Bodies are raiſed out of the Water, they behold Chriſt ile ape 


for their Juſtification, And they that are ſo baptized in 


 Chrift, and then received into his Pody the Church, are , W. 


more Strangers and. Foreigners, but Fellow-Citizers - & 
| im 
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ints, and of the Houſhold of God, Eph. ii. 19. Now cat 
» Sprinkling a little Water in the Face hold our ſuch glo- 
dus Things as theſe ; or can an Infant make choice of, and 
t Faith, in its Subjection to this Ordinance ? No, they ate 
olly Paſſive, when they ought to be Active; know not 
at is done unto them; and it may be ate told, when of 
der Years, they have given up themſelves to the Lord in 
zic Infant-Baptiſm ; and ſo they reſt (ſatisfied and con- 
ted. I greatly fear this is a Rock on which many Souls 
lit, and are for ever loſt : They never ſeek after Regene- 
tion, or the New Birth; without which, we are told, 
bn iii. 3. none ſhall ſee the Kingdom of God; becauſe 
ey are made to believe they had it in their Baptiſm z and 
think all is well, if they lead but a moral virtuous Life; 


F; 
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* hen, the Lord knows, Baptiſm adminifter'd according to 
| imitive Inſtitution, is not Regeneration ; and mere Mo- 
„i will never bring one Soul to Heaven. Therefore for 


e Lord's ſake, and thy precious Soul's ſake, courteous 
eader, conſider and lay theſe Things to heart; give Cre- 


he to what our Lord Jeſus, who is the Lip of Truth, ſaith 
s oo Nicodemus in Jobn lii. 3. for he faith the ſame to every 
h HRuegenerate Soul ; Verily, verily, (a double Aſſeveration that 
nilldou mayſt take the more notice of it) I ſay unto thee, en- 


t a Man be born again, be cannot ſee the Kingdom of God: 
Wd you Leaders and Teachers of the People that cauſe 
em to err, how dreadful will it be when it is found, too 
te, that you have been the Deluders of Souls, to their 
ter Ruin and Deftru&ion. Therefore let it be a Conſt: 
ration both to Miniſters and People. 
171; 9ixteentbly, The ſixteenth Reaſon, I take from 1 Cor. 
fon. 13. where the Apoſtle ſaith, By one Spirit, are ve all 
jel?! ized into one Body, whether they be Fews or Gentiles, Now 
pt lerve, if by the Spirit, then not without the Spirit; for 

ae can really, truly, ſenſibly, and vitally be Members of 
at Myſtical Body of which Chrift is the Head, but thoſe 
o by the Spirit have been enlightned, having the Eyes 
their Underſtanding opened, to ſee themſelves in a loſt 
None Stare and Condition by Nature; to ſee a Falneſs of 
in themſelves, and an All-falaeſs of Grace in Chrif 
/i to be their alone Saviour and Redeemer, able to 
4 ine them to the uttermoſt; and thus to be enlightned, is 
Work of the Spirit. And till this is done, (at leaſt in 


re | 
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dal 


admitted 


udgment of Charity upon due A ought to be 
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conſider this powerful Work of the Spirit, which is no leſ 


WT hoſe ace fpiritual Worſhippers who worſhip God in-Spiſ 


1 the Head of chat Body: And moreover, that whoſoeve 


this Goſpel- Order, I defire you ſeriouſly to conſider. 


Object of Faith, in Oppoſition to all falſe or Idol Lord 


1 


qm itted or accounted Church Members; for without thi 
Work of the holy Spirit, none are fit Worſhippers of the 
Great God, according to Jobn iv. 24. and Phil, iii.; 


pit, which your Infant Chuxch-Members:cannot do. Nov 


than that which raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead, Eph. i 
19, 0. And that thoſe that are baptized into that one 
Body the Church, muſt firſt be made to believe in Feſ# 


comes in any other Way, is a Thief and a Robber, accord 
ing to John x. I. Now how contrary Infant-ſprinkling is ti 


-  Seventeentbly. The ſeventeenth Reaſon, I take from Gal 
m.26, 27. which faith, Ye are all the Children of God | 
Faith in Chriſt Feſus ;, for ſo many of you as have been bapwize 
in Chrift, have put on Chriſt. From whence you may ſe 
that none are fit to be baptized, but ſuch as are made thi 
Children of God by Faith in Chrift Jeſus. And as ſuc 
they are, and onght-to be baptized into Chriſt ; theteb 
Heſting to the World, they do belong to Chriſt, and d 
ht under his Banner; for Baptiſm is a e Ot 
dinance to- diſtinguiſh between the Church and the World 
and thereby they do viſibly put on Chrift, own him fe 
their Lord and King. Now ſuch as are thus the Childr 
of God (difcovered to themſelves and others) by Faith 
intereſted in Chriſt, and all new Covenant-Bleſſings; 2 
theſe only are Abraham's Seed in Goſpel-Times, and He: 
according to the Promiſe, as appears in Verſes 5, 9, 2 
By theſe Things, you may ſee. how contrary they ate to th 
Mind of God, who, baptize any under the Name and Noe, 
tion of the Seed of Arabam, which are not ſuch; that We, 
to ſay, do not in any. wile appear to be the Children of 
by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
- Eighteenthly. The eighteenth Reaſop, I take from E, 
WW. 5. which ſaith, One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. Noi. 
but one Baptiſm, then not two. Here I conceive, tinte 
we Apoſtſe is to be underſtood, that there is but one reg, q 
wae Water-Baptiſm, both with Reſpe& to the outwa 
Symbol and Thing ſignified, in Oppoſition to all Inuovife,, 
tions by Mens Inventions, as there is but one true Lord, 


but one Faith, ons true Doctrine of Faith, in Oppolitie : 


* 


ay 


0 


Errors and Hereſies, which might any way be intr : 
ed-as Orthodox; ſo but one true Water-Baptiſm, bot 


* Reſpect to Subject and Manner of Adminiſtration: And 
P'Wut one, according to Scripture Authority, (which 1s a Be- 
lo ver's being dipped, plunged, or overwhelmed in the Wa- 


into the Name of the Father, Son, and holy Spirit) then 
at will become of the Idol Infant-Baptiſm ? You who ü ate 
the contrary Practice dare not deny, nay, you generally 


aha the Way of Baptizipg I plead for, to be valid and ſub- 
ve otial; but ſay, yours is 75 alſo, and may ſerve; when there 
— lo vaſt a Difference both in Subject and Mode, that it 19 


t the ſame; but is, in your own Account, two Baptiſme, 
ntrary to the Word of Truth, which ſaith, one Baptiſm. 
Nineteenthly, The nineteenth Reaſon, I take from 1 Pet, 
20, 21. where the Apoſtle ſaith, There were eight Souls 
ved Ly Water ; the like Figure whereunto, even Baptiſm, 
b alſo now ſave us ; not the putting away of the Filth of the 
ſb, but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, by the 
/arreftion of Feſi Chriſt, By which, you may ſee that 
iptiſm is an Anſwer, or faithful Demanding of a. 
Wnicience unto God, By the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chrith 
e Soul can lay claim to, and challenge all the promiſed 


_ ellings of the New Covenant, as the Apoſtle Paul in Rom. 
4 . 33, 34, 35. Who ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of 
2 , Eledt * It is Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is riſen 


tin, &c. Therefore every one that is to be baptized, 
iſt do it in the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God 
Faith in the Reſutredtion of Jeſus Chriſt, for their Ju- 
fcation and aſſured Salvation. And how contrary theis 
actice is, that ſprinkle Infants who know not what be- 
gs to 4 good Confcience, much lefs to have it in An- 
er towards God by Faith in the Reſuttection of © 
1d Jeſus Chriſt, and their aflared Salvation thereby 91 
'e any wife, conſide rate Chriſtian to judge. 
Twentiethly, The twentieth Reaſon, 1 take from Rev: 
11. 18, 19. where the Spirit of God pronounceth Judg- 
ns and Plagues againſt ſuch as ſhall dare to add to the 
Wa ord 3 or deny, or take away any Thing from it: From 
ce, I would note two Things; ift. They that ſhall 
Terre any Thing in Matter of Worſhip, or quite alter or 
Turn an Ordinance of the Goſpel, and pretend and fay 
.F) bave their Authority from the Scriptures; and yet 
e neither the Command of Chrif, nor his Example, 
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Years after our Lord's Aſcenſion to Glory. 
To conclude. Let all thoſe who are truly convinced 11 


what is here pleaded for, take care to ſeparate themſe 


out of her, my People, that ye be not Partakers of ber Sint, 


Soul, be not cut off in her Iniquity; where God calls to | 


" _ (26 | 

nor of the Apoſtles, nor yet one Word in the whole Bo 
of God, to juſtify their ſo doing; may greatly be ſaſpeR 
of adding to the Word. But they that take a little W 
ter out of a Veſſel in their Hand, and ſprinkle it in the 
fant's Face, do that which they have neither the Comma 
of Chriſt, nor his Example, nor the Example of the Ap 
les, nor one Word in the whole Book of God for their 
doing, which plainly ſheweth that they do add ro t 
Word of God. 2dly. They that deny that which Chr 
Harh commanded, and the Apoſtles practiſed; deny, di 
viſh, or take from the Word of the Lord. But they t 
deny that Perſons after they believe in Chriſt, ſhould the 
be dipped, or baptized in Water; do deny, and dimini 
from the Word of the Lord. Now from theſe Premiſes, 
hope the wary Chriftian will be brought to conſider, wh 
he hath been doing, while he is ſupporting that Anti-Ch 
ſtian Prop, Infants Sprinkling ; and to caſt it off as u 
Feriptural, and fo unwarrantable: and embrace Baptiſm 
inftitured by Chriſt; practiſed by him lf, and by his Ap 
Mes; and alſo by the primitive Saints, for two Hundr 


Baptiſm, both as to the Subject and Mode, according ple 


from thoſe Societies, who have no other Water-Baptil he 

than what they had in their Infancy ; which appears to 

to be neither more nor better than only a human Inventic _ 

as having no Command, nor Example for the Practice off 

in the Word of God. | | ai 

© Seriouſly conſider that awful Text, Rev, xviii. 4. C. : a 
z 


bat ye receive not of her Plagues. Alſo thoſe in Ferem, |. ord 
Remove out of the midſt of Babylon. And Chap. li. Ver. 
Flee out of the midſt of Babylon, and deliver every Man 


people to come out of Babylon, or Confuſion: Which Pla” * 
are_a general Warning to all to take heed of any Fello 
ſhip with ſuch as abuſe, and alter his Toftitutions aff 5? 
Appointments: And ſo the Apoſtle applieth theſe Wolfen 
2 Cor. vi. 17. Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
feparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean Thing, 4þ 
will receive you, Hence I would obſerve, that God — fe 
hx col 


© Ae þ. — — 
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ple in Ba lon, or Confuſion, but they are called out, 
giefote thole whom God hath been graciouſly pleaſ 


wiltenlighten into this Truth, ought to obey this Call, and- 
e out of this Confuſion ; leſt by ſtaying, and conſent- 
1} £bey not only confirm others in their Error, but endan- 


; themſelves of the Plagues threatned : Sprinkling In- 
ts being (as was before ſaid) the greateſt Prop of that 
afuſion: And that you may be prevail'd upon ſo to do, 
jouſly conſider theſe two Things. _ 2» . 

irſt; That none of thoſe Societies can prove themſelves 
be ſet down in an orderly Church-State ; allowing what 
here pleaded for, to be according to the Order of the 
ſpel, viz. That Baptiſm is to be perform'd by Immerſion, 
Dipping, only; and that the Subject is to be a profeſſing 
iever; and that Baptiſm is a neceſſary Prerequiſite ro 
urch-Fellowſhip. As to the Proof of the firlt Part, I 
er to what I have already ſaid. And for the Truth of 
latter Part, I ſhall cite an Argument of Mr. Baxter's, 
ich runs thus. | 
If there, be neither Precept, nor Example, of admit- 
ing Charch-Members in all the New-Teftament, but by 
Baptiſnf;- then all that are now admitted, ought to come 
** Baptiſm: But there is neither Precept nor Exam- 
ple of admitting Church-Members in all the New Teſta- 
nent but by Baptiſm. Therefore they ought to come in 
he ſame Way now.” | 
FThus you may plainly ſee that Baptiſm is a neceſſary 

tecedent to Church Communion ; and that the Right to 

mberſhip comes in by Virtue of Baptiſm. And till they 
1 prove their Infant-Sprinkling to be true Baptiſm, ac- 
ding to the Mind of Chriſt in the Goſpel, it muſt re- 
in, and be acknowledged, that they are not ſet down in 
orderly Church-State according to Goſpel Rule. 
ſecondly ; Their Miniſtry cannot be n to Goſpel- 
der: For we have no Account of any Perſons entering 
on the Goſpel-Miniſtry in all the New Teſtament, but 
Tb as were firſt baptized, Our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 

0 was circumciſed at eight Days old ; Jet as he came to 

g in and ſettle a new Diſpenſation, ſubmits ro Baptiſm 
en about Thirty Years of Age, that he might fulfil all 
phteouſneſs ; Matt. iii. 13, 14, 15, 16. Then cometh Feſus 
JF Galilee to Jordan unto Fobn, to be bajtized of um. But | 
n forbad him, ſaying, I have need to be baptixsd of thee, and | 
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75 "Thou to he 7 And ſus ' anſeering, ſaid es; | 


* Buffer it #0 be fo now ; for thus it becometh ug to fulfs! 
Kiphteouſpeſs. Then he ſuffered bim. And Feſus when 
was baptizet, event up ſtraitway out of the Water, &c. 
"#his was done before he entted upon his publick N 
Ay; according to Matt. iv. 1). From that Time Feſus 
gn to preach, &c. The fame is teſtified by St. Mark 
t. Lake in their Goſpels, Farther, we don't find that 
A the Apoſtles ever went forth to on the Goſpel, u 
is holy Ordinance had been adminiftred unto th: 
And fo exact they were to conform to this Rule, 
when they were to chooſe another in the room of 'Fu 
To make up their Number, they have a ſpecial Cate 
He be one under Baptiſm, according to Act, i. 21, 
Wherefore of theſe Men which have companied with us al 
Time that the Lord | Feſus Went in and out among us, b 
wing from the Baptiſm of Fohn unto that ſame Day tha 
"evas taken up from us, muſt one be orddained to be a'Wi 
_ With us of his Reſurrection. And as to the Apoſtle St. Ich. 
.we have a very particular Account in the gth Chaptelly - 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, who, after his * Converſion. 
"this Ordinance adminiftred to him; as the 18th and 
Verſes of this Chapter teſtify : The 18th, And immedi 
Abere fell from his Eyes as it bad been Scales; and he rect 
Sight forthwith, and aroſe, and was baptized, The 
_ Verſe, And ftraitway. be preached Cbriſt in the Synago 
that be it the Son of God, And then, When? That 15" 
ter he had been baptized, Then. he preached Chriſt in the iﬀ 
F _gopues, that be is the Son of God: From, all which, it 
Appears to me, that all who ;preach the Goſpel b 
being baptized, ate not according to Goſpel- Order. Ani 
they can prove thgit Infant-Sprinkling to be true Go 
Baptiſm, they muſt continue and remain ſo. 


O BJ ECTION. 


But will not yau allow Saints, as Saints, to fit dow! 
gether in .Communion 7 You. daily fee how ready 
; willing thoſe in the Practice of tl Jpriokling of Inf 
ate to admit Perſons of the Baptiſt Perſwaſion, to! 
« Shan they have for out 

N. a > | 
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ANSWER 


t ſuch as have had Baptiſm, or what they acconntHo. 
ey all on the Way here pleaded for, to be valid am 


which, they plainly own two Baptiſms, contrary to that 


x to the Order of the Goſpel, and theis own Acknow- 
emefir, none ſhould be admitted to Communion, but 
h as have been baptized ; and none are truly baptized, 
t ſuch as have it adminiſtred by Immerſion, upon a Pro- 
hon of Faith; (which appears evident to me beyond all 
ntradiction) Then I hope I am juſtify d in refuſing Com- 
mion with all ſuch as have no other Water-Baptiſm 


t to be charged with the Want of Charity, for * 


che Laws of Chriſt, and Order of the Goſpel. Shoal 
pteſy Perſons offer themſelves to their Communion, who 
5 re not baptized nor ſprinkled; I make no doubt, but 


ptiſm in wy Account, nor in the Account of the Scrip- 
e; I thin 
th them, from their own Principles and Practice. 
oppoſe that any of thoſe Societies ſhould ſet up for 
mitting Infants to the Lord's Supper, (which one of 
it Leaders hath lately pleaded for:) And juſt as much 
Wound there is in the Word of God for it, as to aſſert 
ir Right to Baptiſm... Shall my Charity then be- called 
Queſtion, if I thould decline joy ning in ſuch Communi- 
Surely I ought to be ſatisfied in Order to Communion, 
ether thoſe I joyn with are according to Goſpel-Order, 


OBJECTION. 


But cannot you content your ſelf to fit under the Mi- 
Wiry of ſuch "<p Beprithy who att ſound in the Funda- 
Entals of the Gaſpel; tho“ they hive. not ſabmitted to 
Wtiſm in your Way? "% 
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They themſelves will admit none to their Communlog, -4 
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ftantial-; tho* they fay, theirs is ſo too, or may ſerve: 
xt, Eyh. iv. 5. which laith, One Baptiſm. Now i accord- | 
kn whatithey have by their'Infant-Sprinkling 3 and am 


y would rejet them: And their Sprinkling being no. 


my ſelf juſtified, in denying Communion 
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© Whitey continue in the Negle8,.or Mieke, of t 
ſpel-Ofdinancey I cannot allow my - ſelf ; becauſe 
was ſaid before; they ate under a Diſorder, or not{qualii 
in this 2 according to the Goſpel: And I will 
|| .peal/to-theirown Sentiments and Practice for my: Ju 
> ation herein It is ttue, they often deſire thoſe of 
HBaptiſt Perſwaſion to preach among them; — t 
Tome, according to their own Acknowledgment 
\xized Perſons. If it were not ſo, I may truly affirm, t 
1 none would be admitted into their Pulpits who had 
been baptized, or had what they account do, altho' tl 
- Abilities were ever ſo great for that Work. 

Now if 1 cannot allow their Sprinkling to be ri hr 
true Baptiſm, according to the Mind — Will 
revea in the — 4th ;- then I ſit under their Mini 
as.the Minift baptized perſons; which is a Th 
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